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WASHINGTON, August 18, 2008 – Partnership for Prevention® (Partnership) announced today it has received a three-year $1.97 million grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF).  The purpose of the grant is to gauge the impact and cost effectiveness of community policies and programs that improve health.  

Research has shown that many community interventions make a measurable impact on health. However, decision-makers lack information about which interventions will reach the most people, have the biggest impact, and produce the greatest returns on the investment.  Examples include changing local environments to create opportunities for physical activity, raising tobacco taxes, or strengthening the enforcement of laws preventing sales of alcohol to minors.  Partnership will work with HealthPartners Research Foundation (HPRF) to design and apply methods to compare the value of effective community interventions.  This will encourage investment in policies and programs that are exceptional and will help ensure higher quality public health practice.  


“The generous support from RWJF will build upon Partnership for Prevention’s successful efforts to compare the value of preventive services delivered in doctors’ offices,” said Eduardo J. Sanchez, M.D., M.P.H., Chair of Partnership’s National Commission on Prevention Priorities, a group of experts who will guide this new study.  “We also need to know which services delivered at the community level have the greatest impact and are most cost effective so that we can focus our attention and use resources wisely.”  


The ground breaking study will examine the cost and impact of policies, programs and strategies recommended by the U.S. Task Force on Community Preventive Services, an independent blue ribbon panel of experts appointed by the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

 

“This study will pave the way for policymakers, public health agencies, health plans, community organizations, schools, and businesses to maximize the impact of investments in health,” said John M. Clymer, President of Partnership for Prevention.  “Partnership is proud to lead an effort that will help decision-makers determine the most effective ways to have a positive impact on health.”  

 

Partnership will consult leaders at the state and local levels to ensure that the approach and findings are credible and useful to decision-makers.  


“This study will help realize the Foundation’s goal of achieving a more effective and accountable public health system—one that will help us all live longer, healthier lives,” said James S. Marks, M.D., M.P.H., senior vice president and director of the health group at RWJF.  


Partnership for Prevention will continue its productive collaboration with HPRF to conduct the analyses.  “We will aim to develop a strong methodology that will serve as the basis for making sound comparisons among services for years to come,” said Andrew F. Nelson, M.P.H, Executive Director of HPRF.  


Partnership for Prevention is a nationally-recognized nonprofit membership organization of medical and health professionals, academic institutions, voluntary health associations, businesses, government agencies and other groups dedicated to advancing policies and practices to prevent disease and improve the health of all Americans. For more information about Partnership for Prevention, please visit www.prevent.org.


HealthPartners Research Foundation (HPRF), located in the Minneapolis/Saint Paul (Minnesota) metropolitan area, is a not-for-profit corporation within the HealthPartners family of health care organizations. Investigators at HPRF conduct clinical, health services and basic science research that improves the health of HealthPartners members and the community. All research results are intended for the public domain.  

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation focuses on the pressing health and health care issues facing our country.  As the nation’s philanthropy devoted exclusively to improving the health and health care of all Americans, the Foundation works with a diverse group of organizations and individuals to identify solutions and achieve comprehensive, meaningful, and timely change.  For more than 30 years the Foundation has brought experience, commitment, and a rigorous, balanced approach to the problems that affect the health and health care of those it serves.  When it comes to helping Americans lead healthier lives and get the care they need, the Foundation expects to make a difference in your lifetime.  For more information, visit http://www.rwjf.org/.


